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Carry the Caring Card?

For more than 60 years, Illinois residents have turned to the comfort and
security of Blue Cross and Blue Shield membership. We’re proud that more
than 300,000 of your Illinois neighbors age 65 and over count on the strength,
stability, and affordable coverage offered by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Ilinois. When you choose Blue Cross and Blue Shield, you’re assured of
comprehensive coverage from a respected industry leader.

Carry your Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois card with confidence.
It’s your assurance that you control your health care with complete freedom
to choose your own doctors and specialists. All at a price you can afford!
In fact, when you see the premiums for our popular Med-Select option,
you'll be surprised at just how affordable this quality coverage can be.

Not only that, but today we’re the largest provider of medical coverage in the
state. We use our size and assets to provide you superior value and outstanding
customer service. When you need us, we’ll be there for you — just as we have
been for over half a century.

No matter where you go, our coverage will go with you. Our commitment
to meeting the health insurance needs of our family of policyholders has made
our card a recognized symbol of quality health care coverage throughout
Illinois, the U.S., and the world. Now, that’s peace of mind.




Protect Yourself from the Bills
Medicare Won't Pay

Although Medicare pays some of your doctor and hospital
bills, it was never meant to cover all of them. If you rely on
Medicare alone to pay all your bills, 2004 could be a
financially devastating year should you become hospitalized
or need extensive outpatient treatment.

Solid Protection Is Now
More Important Than Ever

For 2004, Medicare’s deductibles and copayments, the
costs you must pay, are higher than ever before. The fact is,
you could face over $42,400 in bills that Medicare will not
pay. And that doesn’t even include doctor expenses under
Medicare Part B or hospital expenses beyond 150 days.
Now and in the years ahead, you can rely on our plans to
cover the costs Medicare leaves you to pay. Every time
Medicare raises your share of the costs, your Blue Cross and
Blue Shield policy will adjust to help cover those increases.

Choice of Plans

To help you fill in the gaps Medicare leaves you to pay,
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois has a choice of
standardized Medicare Supplement plans. Plan C features
benefits for the $100 Part B deductible. Plan D features
important benefits for at-home recovery care, and Plan E
features preventive care benefits. Preferred Plan F, our
most popular and comprehensive plan, features benefits
for your $100 Part B deductible, plus 100% of your excess
doctor charges. No other standardized Medicare
Supplement plan offers more complete protection for your
uncovered doctor and medical expenses. See the benefits
chart on the next page for more detailed information on all
the plans we offer.

TWO Medicare Supplement Options -

Coverage Is Guaranteed Renewable

This means Blue Cross and Blue Shield will never
cancel your coverage because of changes in your health.
As long as you pay your premium on time, your policy
can never be canceled.

Coverage for All Medicare-Eligible
Charges

Blue Cross and Blue Shield provides coverage for all
Medicare-eligible charges including those for hospital
care; office and home physician services; outpatient
X-rays and lab tests; prosthetics and durable medical
equipment; physical, radiation, and speech therapy;
chemotherapy; ambulance service; immunosuppressive
drug therapy; and dressings, casts, and braces.

Guaranteed Acceptance

You’ll never have to answer health questions or take
a physical exam. As long as you are an llinois resident
age 65 or over and are covered by Medicare Parts A
and B, you will not be turned down for any reason —
including past or present medical conditions.

No Lapse in Coverage if You Switch Plans

There’s no need to feel “locked in” to any coverage
you may have currently. Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Illinois makes it easy to switch with absolutely no lapse
in coverage. There is no waiting period for pre-existing
health conditions.
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Standard Option and the Popular, Money-Saving Med-Select Option
When you purchase Medicare Supplement Plan C, Plan D, Plan E, or preferred Plan F, you may choose either
the Standard or Med-Select option. Both options offer the same coverage. For example, with either option, if
you select preferred Plan F, you will be covered for the $100 Part B deductible and 100% of excess charges.

With Med-Select, your premiums will be even lower than our Standard option rates. What is Med-Select?

It’s a money-saving option that is not an HMO. With Med-Select, you are fully covered for emergency care at
any hospital, and you can choose your own doctors and specialists.

Sound too good to be true? With Med-Select, all you need to do is use any of our Med-Select participating
hospitals for your non-emergency elective admissions. If you do not use one of these hospitals, you agree to pay
the $876 Part A deductible. See whether a hospital you would use is on our list. If it is, this money-saving
option may be right for you. No matter which option you choose, you can depend on Blue Cross and
Blue Shield protection whenever and wherever you need medical care.

Please note: In order to be eligible to choose one of our Med-Select options, you must live within 30 miles of a Med-Select participating hospital. If you do not
live within 30 miles of a Med-Select hospital, you are not eligible for this product.

For additional information, please consult our Med-Select Hospital Listing.







