PLANNING BOARD MINUTES

JULY 14, 2009

At the Planning Board meeting held on Tuesday, July 14, 2009, the following members were present:  Everett Kennedy, Scott Burns, Joe Elgosin, Ed Betz

The meeting began with Tara Bamford and Carol          from North Country Council giving a review of the Corridor 3 study at 6:30 p.m.  Everett, Scott, Joe and Ed were in attendance.  No one from the public was in attendance. 

Tara reviewed slides updating the Board of the progress of the Route 3 corridor study.  They gave their priority and recommended issues.  

Corridor study adjourned at 7:14 p.m.

At 7:15 p.m. the Planning Board Meeting was brought to order by Chairman Betz.  

Brian and Heather Ingerson who are seeking approval of a change-of-use application to add a computer repair/networking/web design business to their home at 127 Elm Street (Tax Map 219, parcel 002.)   Brian was present at the hearing. Brian said that he spoke to most of his neighbors and actually may have gained some business from them already!  No abutters were present at the hearing.  Ed asked Brian about his proposed sign.  Brian said he intends to put a 3 ½ foot wide by 2 foot tall single sided sign set back by an existing bush on his property.  Existing driveway could accommodate 6 cars with a proposed 2 car overflow on the lawn.  Most computer services will be at customer’s homes.  Joe made a motion to approve the change-of-use.  Everett seconded the motion to approve. All board members were in favor of the change-of-use and it was so granted.

DS Contractors NH Inc  who are seeking approval to add 5-four unit apartment units to their 5.8-acre parcel off Foster Drive (Tax Map 231, parcel 007).  Dave Scalley was present and brought his plans forward.  He pointed out that he had a made a couple of changes to his proposal from the last meeting to create less impact to the wetlands.  He has decreased the amount of parking spots.  Alan Savage an abutter to the project was present.  Alan went forward to review Mr. Scalleys plans.  Ed asked about the number of units.  Dave said five units total 16-2 bedroom units and 4-1 bedroom units.  Ed mentioned that he had spoken to Leon Geil from NH DOT who had mentioned a possible traffic study of this development. Ed pointed out that this is a public hearing but also a preliminary hearing.  Ed told Dave that he would need a state dot permit, wetlands, site plan, profile and cross section of the road to meet town standards.  Dave said that the road already existed.  Wastewater capacity is limited and needs not only sewer approval, selectmen’s approval but DES approval.  Ed read a letter from William Thompson regarding water.  Bill feels that there is sufficient water to this property.  Dave proposes to add a fire hydrant to the project.  Ed pointed out that an extension to the Town’s water system would require DES approval as well.  No comments from abutters.  Alan as an abutter feels that he’s only improved the neighborhood so far so he is all for the progress.  Dot letter, Wastewater, Des letters.  No engineered plans for water required.  Dave said he did speak to Bill Robinson.  He cannot do anything with the State of New Hampshire unless he gets an engineered drawing done.  The Board members reviewed the absolute criteria for all development charts for the proposed project.  Dave said that he sees a demand for good quality apartments.  2.9 acres of wetlands out of a total 5.8-acre parcel.  Ed invited Dave and his wetlands scientist to attend the work-session which is set for Wednesday August 5, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.  Dave left the Board a copy of his plan. Letter from William Robinson, Jay Watkins, clarification on water line size on road, DOT approval- traffic study needed?  Review the absolute criteria and master plan.  Joe brought up the fact that there are many vacant apartments within town.  

The Morrison Nursing Home for a site plan review for additional beds at their 6 Terrace Street facility (Tax Map 102, Parcels 041 and 042).  Roxie Severance and Samyn D’lia architects were present to explain the project.  The proposal includes the addition of 2 and 1 bedroom units.  The major construction is to the back of the building over the existing parking lot which is currently accessed off of Huron Street. The plans were brought forward for Board members and abutters to review.  The intent of the plan is to reduce the number of 3 and 4 bedroom units in the facility for privacy and health reasons.  Phase 1 is proposed to begin by this fall.  Marion Nelson lives on Huron Street and she wanted to know if any new fill was going to be brought in for the new construction on.  She said the last addition created so much noise and pounding that she had to replace the liner on her chimney due to the construction.  She said that this is a small residential area and she hopes that they take all of the abutters into consideration to maintain their homes and accommodate their needs.  Additional parking will be created in the area where the Morrison recently took a home down on Terrace Street.  Morrison proposes to fill in the cellar hole to create the temporary parking area.  Kevin Smith pointed out that the home removal for a parking lot would have to be pre-approved.  Joe Cabaup, who lives across the street from the facility on Terrace Street, came forward with some concerns.  He is concerned about the existing water and sewer lines under the street with all of the construction equipment traveling along the street.  The proposal will utilize the existing grade and is proposed to be on a 5’ x 5’ pad which will house piers for the building.  They will look to use equipment that would minimize issues at compaction time.  Licensed for 57 beds- more rooms but less beds are the proposal.  Ed made a suggestion to Roxie that perhaps she would facilitate communication about the ongoing progress and schedules for the construction.  If the temporary parking area was to be used as a more permanent parking area the Morrison would be required to come to the Planning Board for another public hearing.  Nancy Cabaup also said that she noticed that Terrace Street is a dead end street and she there is not a sign.  Kevin Smith asks that the trees at the end of A wing not be cut.  Marion was concerned about the trees on Huron Street being cut.  Ed made a motion from the Board upon a procedure being set-up for communicating with the abutters for each phase of the project.  A copy of this should be forwarded to the office.  As a courtesy to the abutters work hours should be 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. no work on weekends or holidays for external construction.  Ed made a motion contingent upon notification and set up between abutters on trees and phases.  Speaking to Road agent regarding snow removal and signs.  A notification “hotline” or number that abutters can contact with questions or concerns.  A construction schedule will also be provided to abutters.  Ed pointed out approval from Fire Chief and the States Fire Marshall on this project.  The Board members had no further questions. Everett made the motion to approve with all above contingencies.  Kevin Smith interjected saying that he feels that Roxie and the abutters should get together within the week to discuss the communication issue.   Scott seconded the motion.  No further discussion.  All board members were in favor.  

Sara Doucette- a concerned resident came forward to see the Board to express her concerns for the proposed drag strip across Forest Lake in Bethlehem.  She brought forward photos from her property.  She lives on Newell Lane.  She is concerned with the vicinity of the drag-strip in relation to Forest and Burns Lake.  Sara was urging Board members to attend an upcoming meeting on this matter.  The meeting is scheduled for July 16, 2009 at the Dalton Municipal Offices.  Sara listed off her general concerns.  Sara asked the Board to write a letter to DES explaining that Whitefield residents are concerned.  Ed pointed out that a few months ago the Board had contacted NCC and asked if Whitefield could comment on the drag strip proposal and they said that because of Dalton’s lack of regulations it does not create a regional impact for Whitefield.  

Frank made a motion to write a letter of concern regarding the potential regional impact of the drag strip project. Scott seconded the motion but said that he felt that this letter and the idea of the letter be reviewed by legal council before it is sent out.  This letter will be addressed to the State of New Hampshire DES with a copy sent to the Town of Dalton.  All members were in favor of drafting this letter.  Sara thanked the Board for their support.  

North Country Council proposal to assist the Planning Board to review the Comprehensive Development guide-  Ed brought forward a proposal from North Country Council to assist the Planning Board in updating the Comprehensive Development Guide.  Scott made a motion to pass this proposal to the Selectmen for their approval to use the $5,000 in funds and hire NCC as approved at the 2009 Town Meeting.  Everett seconded the motion.  All members but Joe approved of this, Joe obtained as he is on the Selectboard.  

Everett made a motion to accept the minutes of the 7/8 work-session.  Scott seconded the motion and the Board unanimously approved the minutes.

Board members would like to set up a meeting with the Select board to discuss the wastewater capacity issues.

Everett made a motion to adjourn at 9: 35 p.m. Scott seconded the motion to adjourn.

